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この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤
地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤した。（承認番号平30情使、第
867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使
⽤し、hokkaidowilds.orgが作成・加⼯したものである。

We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital
basemap (tiles) and basemap data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-
30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale vegetation map data created
by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free Avenza
Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your location in real
time: https://link.avenza.com/9p9e

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE - Please visit the full route
guide for route description, GPS file, and safety notes:
https://hokw.jp/sakayak
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River Details: This route is on Sakazuki-
gawa (盃川).The river is 9km in total length. 
This section of the river is between 3m and 
10m wide. The gradient for this section of 
river is 33 mpk (174.24 FPM).

EXTRA DETAILS

The Sakazuki River 盃川 is a steep 
and challenging creek that runs in the 
Shakotan Peninsula. The easy access, 
scoutable rapids, amazing scenery and 
the ending in the Sea of Japan makes 
it the perfect spring adventure. The run 
is composed of multiple slides, different 
size drops and a very photogenic 5m 
waterfall.

LOCATION
The Sakazuki-gawa is located on the 
southwestern coast of the Shakotan Pen-
insula, in the small village of Sakazuki in 
Tomari Town, north of Iwanai.

Put-in location: Preferred put in is river 
right under the first bridge you’ll encoun-
ter on the access road. There is a parking 
space about 10 meters before the bridge.

Take-out location: The takeout is one of 
the amazing things about this creek – the 
take out is in the Sea of Japan. There is a 
small parking space opposite the bus stop 
in the village. Please be considerate and 
try not to occupy too much space when 
parking, setting up and/or packing up.

Sakazuki- 
gawa

NISEKO/SAPPORO AREA

GENERAL NOTES
This little river is one of the paddling gems of 
the Siribeshi region. It runs only for a few weeks 
during the year but is well worth the trip. The 
rapids can be intimidating but there are always 
small pools for rescue. The 5m waterfall, Suehi-
ro no taki 末広の滝, is definitely the highlight 
of the descent and well worth the drive in its 
own right. Beware though as the waterfall is not 
the hardest rapid you’ll encounter on this steep 
creek.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
2.5hrs is a conservative time, but best to allow 
this in order to scout rapids and deal with any 
rescues.

The put-in is best done river right under the 
bridge marked earlier. From there, you will have 
until the first turn to warm up (~50m) as it hides 
one of the most beautiful and long slides of the 
river (grade IV). Entry is preferred on the right 
side but use your own discretion. A few wave 
trains and grade III rapids later and you will find 
a 3m drop which is best tackled river left. There 
are a few eddies above for you to scout as a 
hydraulic can form at the reception depending 
on the water level. From there again you will 
be on for a succession of grade III-IV drops and 
slides all more fun than the previous.

You will soon reach a memorable, horse-
shoe-shaped drop (known locally as Dillip’s 
Hole). It might be the hardest rapid of the descent 
so take your time, scout properly and prepare a 
proper rescue plan as the hydraulic at the bot-
tom is powerful. The rapid can be portaged on 
the river right. Following this are more grade III-
IV rapids until you reach the Suehiro waterfall 
末広の滝. There is long flat section before the 
waterfall and you can disembark on river right. 
The eddy prior to the waterfall is small and 
space to store multiple boats is sparse, but you 
will be able to scout the waterfall and prepare 
safety. When jumping the fall, beware of the 
jaileddy on the river left. After the fall the river 
becomes tamer, all the way to the Sea of Japan.

TRANSPORT
By car | The carpark at the take out can hold a 
few vehicles but it is better not to overcrowd it 
if possible. The put in access is better done with 
a 4 wheel drive car as there can still be snow 

lingering on the road in spring (best time to 
paddle the river) and a lot of mud.
Public transport | There is no public 
access to this route.

SAFETY NOTES
A mountain road (gravel) follows the riv-
er closely all throughout the descent so it 
is easy to escape from the river anytime. 
However, cellphone coverage can be a 
problem deep in the gorge.

ONSEN NEARBY
The closest onsen in the vicinity of this 
river is Sakazuki Onsen Chokasou 盃温
泉 潮香荘 (600yen, open 10:00-19:00, 
closed Wednesdays). They have an outdoor 
pool with nice views of the ocean. If you’re 
headed back to Niseko, there are a cou-
ple of good onsen in the Iwanai area. Try 
Iwanai Kogen Hotel いわない高原ホテル 
(1000yen), open 3pm-9pm on weekdays 
(12pm-9pm Sundays, closed Saturdays) – 
it’s a really nice ryokan with outdoor and 
indoor bath. Another option in Iwanai is 
Okaerinasai いわない温泉 おかえりなさ
い (800yen, Sunday-Friday 7am-9pm, Sat-
urday 7am-3pm). It is a beautiful ryokan, 
all made out of wood. The onsen is quite 
interesting, located under the building. ■
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Disclaimer The information on this map was derived from digital databases 
provided by the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan and the Biodiversity 
Center of Japan. Care was taken in the creation of this map. HokkaidoWilds.
org cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions, or positional accu-
racy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including the warranty of 
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product. 
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guide 
for GPS file, live water lev-
els, and extra safety notes:  
https://hokw.jp/sakayak
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A4 printer paper (210mm x 297mm). If 
you’ve only got Letter size (215.9mm x 279.4 mm), just follow 
the instructions below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, but the 
map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available 
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructions page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size”, and Pages 1-4 are selected (Windows).
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